~ History of
The Garden Club

(Taken from the May 1975 Anniversary issue of
the Clipper.). - _ | :

By LEE HAINES .

The Community Garden Club of Duxbury extends
gincere thanks to Mrs. Allan Waite and Mrs. Chester
Churchill, who so generously assisted in completing
the factual information of this article.

Duxbury was ‘growing, and there ‘was concern
among members Clu
group, who traditionally met in homes, could not ac-
commodate the numbers of ple who were
showing - interest -and abilities in horticulture. So,
several ladies of this club, which met only in the sum-
mer and was the second oldest Garden Club (only to
The Cambridge Plant Club) in the U.S., decided that
a second club should be formed. ‘

Thus, in the carly summer of 1927, a surprisingly
large group gathered in the béautiful, formal gardens
of Dr. Nathaniel Emerson’s home on Powder Point
Ave., “‘midst the magnificence of an archway of tall,

Grecian columns that formed a pathway to the varied

areas of blooms and greens.”” Now the James Baty

home, the garden is still of the.same basic plan and

an outstanding example of formal, landscape design.
‘ The Beginning

Dr. Emerson, a retired medical doctor whose en-
thusiasms and energies were now almost totally in-
volved in the world of horticulture, became the first
president of the group by unanimous vote at that first:
meeting. It was decided to name the new group *‘The
Community Garden Club of Duxbury.”” Also, it was
ruled that all future meetings were to be held in large
halls or barns to accommodate as many persons as
chose to become members in Duxbury. As a result,
very shortly, the new club boasted over 100 members
who eagerly entered into the activities of the
organization. -

For many years the newly formed club met only
during the summer. Men as well as women
meetings. The men were a part of the organization

and participated in club activities. The men had

of The Garden Club that-their

‘floral arrangemients, pﬁng life and vege g5

" Miss Louise Colburn of South Stati

. house on Tremont St. across fr
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special classes in horticultural studies; and-al¥ay?
contributed their fruits and. vegetables.for.competis:.
tion in any local show. As late as:Sept. 16,1948,

s v

Allan Waite was chairmian” of the nominating com
mittee. They joined the ladies for maily.yéars irmon:
thly garden visitations about. Duxbury. and attended.
many of the garden parties and box: un

lunich-al
sponsored by the club, .. e v
~ The first large project of the group occur:
year following their chartér when the first {15
show was held at Partridge Academy’ tiext: to*
Town Hall on Tremont St.- The club.was byt then'a
member of . the Garden' Club:/Federation:;-of ::

‘the federation.’ Excitetiert
ran high as news filtered through thie townithat:the
ving from Boston to-jul

in competition. POUOOTIAAE Ny TATesET
In the first year of endeavor, many were those wh
contributed time and effort. Among those:still:living
and memorable in their hard work are'Mrs;:
Sabine of King Caesar Rd., who is now 103 ye
age; Mrs. Frederic Mattlieis of Massasoit Rd::and |
Allan Waites of Plumfield Lane. They' assistéd:
general committee. of that first flower.show: wh
was directed by Mis. John Adams.of; Powder P
Ave.; Mrs. Parker Wittington' of Massagoi
in the recently sold Kirby Kellar ho
Also active as oneé of. tHe shoWws.ch
Mrs. Charles Bittinger, who lived in the:l:
Mrs. Bittinger, whose arﬁstlciﬁ%rﬁ
were as highly recognized as her;.
kmown protraits and Iandscapes, had severdl Eardén
Outstanding were her plantings. of ‘Toses: and.fer
and her Profnsc wild life‘garden. Several’ K
the club’s founding, Mrs. Bittinger cre a:
garden in Washington, D.C., which still 4
historic fact, % 7o

que with her name and.

Tﬁoush the years this garden club has.p
many_outstanding local flower mbi}ﬁ;;:ﬁégmug
cent of which was “‘Port of Call” at the King'Caes
House, and the last large show.given in te new’

L - on Alden Stl T‘f:‘i i",'-"' o

N ,
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Histbry of
The Garden Club

(Continued from last week)

Every Monday morning during the summer mon-
ths, the ladies would go to Duxbury gardens and fill
hampers with" flowers and greens to be sent to
Boston. First sent by train from the old South Sta-
tion; then, from Kingston when the Duxbury station
closed; and finally trucked in each week when the
railroad was no longer in service, they were taken to
Horticultural Hall where they were made into floral
arrangements for shut-ins. Home grown fruits and
vegetables were also. packed for distribution and
home-made jams and jellies were included in the
deliveries. The extent of the project is reflected inan
early annual report given Friday, Aug. 23, 1935.
“Last year we sent 86 hampers (of flowers), 171

jams a'l'xd jellies, besides 11 bags of apples and other

ts.
The club has also ever been aware of any prime dif--

ficulty of nature in Duxbury. In 1934 they donated
$175 for a survey of the town for Dutch Elm disease;
i y problem of refuse on Duxbury

On Aug. 9, 1935, it was decided that “‘a vigorous
campaign was needed to eradicate ragweed in Dux-
bury.” For the next 3 years, the ladies of the garden
club would march forth to pull the ragweed,
sometimes growing faint on extremely hot days in
their exertion to eradicate the still persistent vine.
During this time, the town voted to provide 2 trucks
for loading the destroyed culprit. In September of
1938, *‘The club voted the sum of $100, under the
direction of William Burke and it was voted that this
matter be dropped by the club, becoming a town pro-

ject entirely.”
Float

Although the club is entering a float in this year’s
4th of July parade, it is by no means a new idea. The
club’s records reveal many awards and prizes receiv-
ed for their entries through the years. In 1936, when
the parade was in honor of the 300th anniversary of
Duxbury, they received first prize for their float
which was a great, old cart pulled by 2 oxen and filled

with antique furniture of the Pilgrim’s era. Mrs.
g oy . 22 Adeacsad n Pilamm

charming - emphasis. - Another : year,:
Churchill (one of ‘the early présyi:]::i!t;
a float: before the days. <
materials, the ladiﬁiform’ei'i!}gf"dg' Lo
make: costumes. ‘of - corn, 'peas;. beefs
potatoes ﬁf&r the children' to wéar o
resen a vegetable garden. A great.raint
g the actual patade coMPOUAIE o e
green, yellow and. peach: cotggéaizéﬁﬁd‘ fren
costumes ran down their faces; hands.an
For years, Mrs. Harold Fitzgibbons’® natm
to the fore, attending’ the” Borticultural
first in Boston, later in Waltharn at the OId:
House. She would bring baek informative
growing and plant’ care and’ contributed: mi
Duxbury in solving mary growing. probl
town. It was during those. yedrs, too, tha
suddenly knew that fall was-in’the air whed! M.
Weber-Fulop would have her:r ngmﬁmt\ig\‘w
rose trees dug up and compeéteély: buried and stridn
in a trench for the treacherous wiiiter: mont
Fulop, a recognized artist from Viénna, ow
King Caesgr House at that time,” and. her.
were for many years. one' of ‘the o
culvn;l/lated agggl of tgae town, b
en su y the world was enguifed i
War II, the clubﬁmpondeé'bggg?ﬁhk gulfed c't? World-
suggestions on the best ways. to mﬂuvat&%":t%nd
Gardens, of which there were hundreds i Du;bry :
at that time. They also sponsoredasensogmm"g '

anbnryéllpper,“m ;i Augast:

on the proper way to can fruits and vegetables:whieh
was given by The County Agri M%'lyimmk"séggi?%ﬁ!*
heavy volunteer demands of tﬁe'ClﬁB‘g.ﬁ{eég—ﬁ e
to aid, lessened attendance at some of ther mbership
but the club’s programs continued durin dtlil
tremely busy years. At the time of Great: Brit
devastation, Duxbury. sponsored-a year's pr¢
sending seeds to Britain for cultivation,.

Past presidents of the Community Garden ¢
Duxbury, bésides the fouqdmg"pfés;fé:{d%, &
son, have been Miss Mar, et Elliot. Mrs.. Parker
Whittington, Mrs. Maxwell MacDonald, Miss Louise ©
Colburn, Miss Margaret Atwood, ' Miss Siigan -
Moulton, Mrs. Georege Bahm, Mrs. Thomas } usan
den, Mrs. Stuart HUCKﬁ_'IS and Mrs.Ch'“'t %ld-: a

chill. :
Also Mrs. Gordon Littlefield Virs. Phister Goicite
Mrs. Charles Thrasher, Mrs. mgpﬁﬁtnet;?"mu

- Emmett Fallon Jr., Mrs. Charles Hewitt;: Mrs-Albet o
9. D

Crafts, Mrs. William Houghton, Mrs, Eaje:
T e, Richard Coman, - s:; Fa

Aes Dnland Rattic i nrasidant thic ecrame -




